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Issue Task

Question 1

Laws should be flexible enough to take account of various circumstances, times, and places.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting
your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Question 2

Claim: The best way to understand the character of a society is to examine the character of the
men and women that the society chooses as its heroes or its role models.

Reason: Heroes and role models reveal a society's highest ideals.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

Question 3

Governments should place few if any, restrictions on scientific research and development.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the
recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape
your position.

Question 4

The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting
your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Question 5



Governments should offer college and university education free of charge to all students.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the
recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape
your position.

Question 5

The luxuries and conveniences of contemporary life prevent people from developing into truly
strong and independent individuals.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting
your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Question 6

The best way to teach — whether as an educator, employer, or parent — is to praise positive
actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.
In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Question 7

Teachers' salaries should be based on their students' academic performance.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.
In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Argument Task

Question 1

Humans arrived in the Kaliko Islands about 7,000 years ago, and within 3,000 years most of the
large mammal species that had lived in the forests of the Kaliko Islands had become extinct. Yet
humans cannot have been a factor in the species' extinctions, because there is no evidence that
the humans had any significant contact with the mammals. Further, archaeologists have
discovered numerous sites where the bones of fish had been discarded, but they found no such



areas containing the bones of large mammals, so the humans cannot have hunted the
mammals. Therefore, some climate change or other environmental factor must have caused the
species' extinctions.

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the
implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

Question 2

The following appeared in an editorial in a business magazine.

"Although the sales of Whirlwind video games have declined over the past two years, a recent
survey of video-game players suggests that this sales trend is about to be reversed. The survey
asked video-game players what features they thought were most important in a video game.
According to the survey, players prefer games that provide lifelike graphics, which require the
most up-to-date computers. Whirlwind has just introduced several such games with an
extensive advertising campaign directed at people ten to twenty-five years old, the age-group
most likely to play video games. It follows, then, that the sales of Whirlwind video games are
likely to increase dramatically in the next few months."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the
implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

Question 3

The following appeared in a memo from the vice president of marketing at Dura-Sock, Inc.

"A recent study of our customers suggests that our company is wasting the money it spends on
its patented Endure manufacturing process, which ensures that our socks are strong enough to
last for two years. We have always advertised our use of the Endure process, but the new study
shows that despite our socks' durability, our average customer actually purchases new
Dura-Socks every three months. Furthermore, our customers surveyed in our largest market,
northeastern United States cities, say that they most value Dura-Socks' stylish appearance and
availability in many colors. These findings suggest that we can increase our profits by
discontinuing use of the Endure manufacturing process."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the
implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

Question 4



The following appeared in a memo from the vice president of marketing at Dura-Sock, Inc.

"A recent study of our customers suggests that our company is wasting the money it spends on
its patented Endure manufacturing process, which ensures that our socks are strong enough to
last for two years. We have always advertised our use of the Endure process, but the new study
shows that despite our socks' durability, our average customer actually purchases new
Dura-Socks every three months. Furthermore, our customers surveyed in our largest market,
northeastern United States cities, say that they most value Dura-Socks' stylish appearance and
availability in many colors. These findings suggest that we can increase our profits by
discontinuing use of the Endure manufacturing process."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the
argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

Question 5

The vice president for human resources at Climpson Industries sent the following
recommendation to the company's president.

"In an effort to improve our employees' productivity, we should implement electronic monitoring
of employees' Internet use from their workstations. Employees who use the Internet
inappropriately from their workstations need to be identified and punished if we are to reduce
the number of work hours spent on personal or recreational activities, such as shopping or
playing games. Installing software on company computers to detect employees' Internet use is
the best way to prevent employees from wasting time on the job. It will foster a better work ethic
at Climpson and improve our overall profits."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the
argument and explain how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

Question 6

The following appeared in a memo from the president of Bower Builders, a company that
constructs new homes.

"A nationwide survey reveals that the two most-desired home features are a large family room
and a large, well-appointed kitchen. A number of homes in our area built by our competitor
Domus Construction have such features and have sold much faster and at significantly higher
prices than the national average. To boost sales and profits, we should increase the size of the
family rooms and kitchens in all the homes we build and should make state-of-the-art kitchens a
standard feature. Moreover, our larger family rooms and kitchens can come at the expense of
the dining room, since many of our recent buyers say they do not need a separate dining room
for family meals."



Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the
implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

Question 7

The following appeared in a letter from a firm providing investment advice for a client.

"Most homes in the northeastern United States, where winters are typically cold, have
traditionally used oil as their major fuel for heating. Last heating season that region experienced
90 days with below-normal temperatures, and climate forecasters predict that this weather
pattern will continue for several more years. Furthermore, many new homes are being built in
the region in response to recent population growth. Because of these trends, we predict an
increased demand for heating oil and recommend investment in Consolidated Industries, one of
whose major business operations is the retail sale of home heating oil."

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the
argument. Be sure to explain how the argument depends on these assumptions and what the
implications are for the argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.


